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OUR MISSION
to protect and heal children, unite key partners, and engage the community to end child abuse.



received services.

853 children +
699 caregivers

completed by our 
Atrium Health Levine 
Children's Hospital Pediatric 
Resource Center partners.

355 medical exams BY THE 
NUMBERS

Female 72%
Male 28%
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MESSAGE FROM THE
CEO AND BOARD CHAIR

Dear friends,

We hope you will take a few minutes to enjoy the stories of success shared in Pat’s Place Child 
Advocacy Center’s FY22 Impact Report. It is a great read!  

It has been a transformative year for this organization. Our programs are expanding, and we now 
have 30 wonderfully diverse and energetic staff members invested in our mission to protect and 
heal children, unite key partners, and engage the community to end child abuse. 

The number of children and families positively impacted by Pat’s Place also continues to grow. Last 
year, our team provided forensic interviews, advocacy support, medical care, and counseling to 
more than 850 children experiencing violence and abuse. 

We have opened our doors wider, broadening our scope as the community recognizes the 
important work being done at Pat’s Place. Investigative partners are more frequently requesting 
forensic and therapeutic services for children impacted by domestic violence and human 
trafficking. These emerging and impactful programs are highlighted in the report.

Pat’s Place has also quickly become our community’s ‘go-to’ resource for professionals and parents 
seeking help for children experiencing symptoms of trauma. Through the CHAT Collaborative, 
our clinical specialists offer support, assessment, education, and referrals to one or more best-fit 
therapists, known to have the expertise specific to meet the child’s unique needs. Clinical specialists 
work closely with families to navigate any barriers that might impact successful engagement in 
therapy. We move mountains to help children heal. 

As we move forward, this organization will continue to adapt to the changing needs for children 
and families. We will continue to focus on prevention, reaching more children upstream, while 
remaining a trusted refuge for those who have experienced abuse or violence. 

Thank you for believing in Pat’s Place and for helping to make this another remarkable year! We are 
honored to share our collaborative approach to helping children and families heal — made possible 
by your continued interest, encouragement, and support. 

Andrew Oliver
Chief Executive Officer

Chris Socha
Chair, Board of Directors

CHARLOTTEANS
OF THE YEAR

In November 2021, Charlotte Magazine named Pat's Place 
CAC one of their Charlotteans of the Year - a true honor 
for our team! In its profile, Charlotte Magazine highlighted 
our team's creativity and dedication to seeing children 
during the height of the pandemic. Pat's Place introduced 
the concept of virtual forensic interviewing and launched 
virtual therapy sessions so that children and adults could 
receive the help they need, even when it was not safe to 
meet in person.  

To read the full feature, visit charlottemagazine.com

CHARLOTTE MAGAZINE HONORS OUR TEAM

URBAN
FORUM

Pat's Place was proud to host the 9th Annual National 
Children's Alliance (NCA) Urban Forum on October 13-
15, 2021. Held annually, Urban Forum brings directors 
of urban CACs together to share best practices and 
innovations in children's advocacy center services. The 
agenda included discussion around racial equity, emerging 
practices, lessons learned during the pandemic, funding, 
and growing and developing staff as leaders.  

Directors from Baltimore, Omaha, Chicago, and Wichita 
arrived early to share information about our efforts to 
bring a family justice center to Charlotte. This small group 
met local community partners and toured the newly 
opened Survivor Resource Center.

HOSTING OUR CAC COLLEAGUES IN THE 
QUEEN CITY

photo by Rusty Williams

https://www.charlottemagazine.com/2021-charlotteans-of-the-year-pats-place/
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Forensic Interviewing is a science and an art. The required 
40 hours of protocol-specific training is only the beginning. 
Finding one’s confidence, engaging the child without 
making them feel the need to please the interviewer, 
listening to the child reporting their experiences in their 
own words, remaining neutral yet encouraging, all while 
formulating a plan for how to best gather additional 
information and details that will assist investigators 
and other professionals assessing the child’s needs. 
This challenge is essential to provide the child with the 
necessary space to share what is undoubtedly the most 
shameful, scary, and confusing experience they have had.

Now imagine the child you are attempting to engage does 
not speak your language. Imagine there is a third person 
in the room, repeating everything you say to the child in 
their native language, then repeating everything the child 
says in your language. Challenging for the interviewer, 
for sure. Now imagine that you are that child. Sitting with 
two unknown adults, expected to share details of an 
experience that you would just as soon forget. 

While interpreting is unavoidable in some instances, 
Pat's Place wants to provide the child and their family 
the opportunity to meet with and speak with someone 
who understands their language, and even better, who 
may also understand the family’s culture. Our Response 
Services is currently staffed with five bilingual/bicultural 
(Spanish-speaking) professionals. From case initiation to 
the family’s onsite appointment, Pat's Place can serve our 
Spanish-speaking caregivers with someone who speaks 
and understands their language. 

Forensic interviewing, however, presents unique 
challenges when it comes to utilizing a child’s native 
language.

• The majority of child welfare and law enforcement   
investigators are English-speaking.

• The majority of our community’s governmental legal 
professionals are English-speaking.

• The majority of Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s jury pool is 
English-speaking.

The major barrier to interviewing children in their native 
language was fundamentally a systems failure. Pat's 
Place has worked tirelessly to educate our community 

about best practices related to forensic interviewing and has 
advocated to create a system that allows children to recount 
their abuse experience in their language of origin. In January 
2022, Pat's Place conducted its first interview with a Spanish-
speaking child by a Spanish-speaking forensic interviewer. 

With the use of technology and an experienced Spanish-
English interpreter, English-speaking investigators and 
allied professionals heard the words of the child and the 
interviewer in English while the interview was conducted in 
Spanish. To see the relief on the child’s face when it was clear 
that the interviewer understood him, to see the child smile as 
the interviewer shared commonalities or regional slang within 
the context of the rapport-building phase of the interview, 
to watch the child recount his experience at his own pace, 
in his own time, without requiring the interruption of the 
interpreter, was awe-inspiring and humbling for everyone 
present.

Pat's Place is proud of its efforts to critically assess the needs 
of our children and families, and to work creatively to bring 
about change to improve our ability to serve them.

BEST PRACTICE FOR 
INTERVIEWING CHILDREN

SPANISH-SPEAKING FORENSIC INTERVIEWS

received forensic 
interviews.

616 children
were conducted at 
Pat's Place. 

633 interviews
were conducted as 
Rapid Response 
forensic interviews. 

53 interviews 

BY THE NUMBERS
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 0–6 years 27%

7–12 years 42%
13–18 years 31%

Client age

At risk 9%
Sexual Abuse 50%
Physical Abuse 9%
Exploitation 2%
Neglect 5%
Witness to Domestic Violence 15%
Other/Unknown 10%

Abuse type

BUILDING A STRONG
MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM

As an accredited Child Advocacy Center, Pat's Place 
is responsible for ensuring training opportunities for 
Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) members to enhance 
their ability to handle these complex and sensitive 
investigations. In addition to having specialized skills, 
to ensure best practices and outcomes for children 
and families, MDT partners must also build trust and 
positive working relationships between the many 
disciplines. The primary responsibility for this is often 
the community’s Multidisciplinary Team Coordinator. 

Alaka Ayres, BS, is Mecklenburg County’s MDT 
Coordinator. As a Pat's Place employee, Alaka is 
charged with ensuring that all MDT partners’ needs 
are understood and met, that our community 
response is collaborative and that we are utilizing 
best practices related to child abuse investigations, 
and that our system is child- and family-friendly, and 
in good working order. 

Alaka assumed the role of MDT Coordinator in 
January 2022. Since then, she has reconvened in-
person MDT Case Review, leads the MDT Executive 
Committee, has created relationships with all levels at 
our partner agencies, and has made it her mission to 
ensure that all MDT partner professionals have access 

TRAINING AND TEAMBUILDING - THE 
CORNERSTONE OF POWERFUL WORK

to excellent and relevant training. In June, under 
Alaka’s leadership, Pat's Place sponsored a day-long 
training for 70 MDT professionals. Sgt. Jim Sears, 
Irving, Texas Police Department (retired), provided a 
6-hour intensive training providing the fundamentals 
of child sexual and physical abuse investigations, the 
importance of teamwork in achieving strong cases to 
protect children, and the value of the multidisciplinary 
team response. Sgt. Sears is a nationally recognized 
trainer who has a natural ability to engage and 
educate various disciplines. Training evaluations were 
overwhelmingly positive.

In the coming year, a monthly MDT Lunch & Learn 
series will be reinstated to provide the opportunity 
for both cross-discipline training and team and 
relationship building. Professionals within our 
community will provide specialized trainings relevant 
to the cases we see in Mecklenburg County. The first 
session will feature Detective Andrew Key, a former 
Crimes Against Children detective now working in 
CMPD’s Internet Crimes Against Children unit. Other 
offerings include the prosecution of child abuse cases, 
investigation of cold cases, the role of the medical 
evaluation in child abuse investigations, the impact of 
trauma on children, and more.

OUR COMMITMENT TO 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY + INCLUSION

To reinforce our commitment to a climate of cultural 
inclusiveness – one where employees and clients feel 
respected and work within an environment of dignity and 
worth – we continued our partnership with Nicole Smith, 
CEO of JMS Creative Leadership Solutions. Working in 
partnership with JMS, we updated our policies, procedures, 
and hiring practices to ensure that they were in alignment 
with standards that embrace diverse, equitable and inclusive 
experiences, perspectives, and backgrounds of all employees. 
JMS provided staff with several training opportunities to 
promote inclusive leadership and identify implicit biases. 
To measure the ongoing success of our DEI initiatives, 
employees have been invited to provide feedback via 
multiple surveys designed to assess feelings of trust, safety, 
and empowerment. Monthly staff breakfasts and a new 
social committee have been added to promote a sense of 
belonging.

EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES

White 14%
Black 44%
Hispanic 26%
Asian 2%
Multi-Racial 2%
Other/Unknown 12%

Race of children served



total number of 
CHAT Collaborative 
partners.

34 agencies + 
128 clinicians

made to CHAT 
Collaborative partners.

178 referrals
conducted by CHAT 
Collaborative partners. 

146 consultations

10 11

CHAT
COLLABORATIVE

Under the extraordinary leadership of Cheryl Peace, CHAT 
Collaborative Coordinator, and Danielle Broyles, CHAT 
Collaborative Clinical Specialist, the CHAT Collaborative 
enters its first year as the recipient of a prestigious 
American Rescue Plan Act grant as a powerful community 
force promoting trauma-informed care. The Collaborative 
has expanded in every measurable category, including 
the number of partnered providers along with an influx of 
children and families served. 

The CHAT Collaborative serves Mecklenburg County 
by aligning the best trauma clinicians in our region 
and offering them connections, support, trainings, and 
collaborations. Together, the team has recruited several 
new Spanish-speaking therapists and has been invited 
to speak at a number of community and partner agency 
events. In November 2022, the Collaborative sponsored 
a no-cost training where 20 therapists learned how to 
adapt traditional Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy for children who are also exhibiting problematic 
sexual behaviors. Our Collaborative supervisions have 
included diverse topics ranging from how to work 
successfully with families dealing with conflict separations 
to promoting martial arts within mental health treatment. 
The Collaborative plans to welcome representatives from 
Charlotte’s KinderMourn as they assist our CHAT members 
with promoting the best interventions related to grief and 
loss. 

Upcoming goals for the CHAT Collaborative include creating 
a comprehensive website that will incorporate a wealth 
of knowledge and resources about our Collaborative 
members, area resources and general knowledge about 
trauma and how to support our community members who 
have been affected by unfortunate life circumstances. The 
Collaborative is also working towards increasing trauma 
informed resources in our schools, reducing barriers such 
as transportation and insurance limitations that impact 
access to treatment and striving toward the goal that every 
Mecklenburg resident will have access to a certified trauma 
informed clinician within their zip code.

CONNECTING CHILDREN TO TRAUMA-FOCUSED 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

BY THE 
NUMBERS
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BY THE 
NUMBERS conducted at The 

Healing Center. 

443 sessions

received trauma-informed 
therapeutic services at 
The Healing Center.

43 children

A PLACE FOR
HEALING

Pat's Place introduced Parent Child Interaction Therapy 
(PCIT), a world-renowned evidence-based treatment, to 
our Healing Center. Mecklenburg County Smart Start 
in conjunction with the North Carolina Child Treatment 
Program in Durham, recruited qualified Charlotte area 
clinicians to train them in this important modality. Pat's 
Place clinicians, Halleli Stav and Adam Levine, were two of 
only twelve providers chosen to participate in this endeavor. 
Since the beginning of the PCIT collaborative training, 
Pat's Place has worked with over a half dozen families 
demonstrating meaningful results.

PCIT is a proven trauma reduction intervention aimed 
at kids between the ages of 2.5 to 6 years old and their 
caregivers. What makes it unique is how it emphasizes 
building strong attachments between the parent and their 
child by having a therapist closely observe the family via 
closed circuit television while the family plays and directly 
interacts with one another. The clinician provides supportive 
feedback and relevant skills to the parent by speaking to 
them through a Bluetooth device. Traditional play therapy 
utilizes a therapist working with the child individually, 
reporting back to the parent. PCIT provides the parent 
feedback in real time, allowing the parent to practice new 
skills and see the results immediately. 

The necessary cameras, Bluetooth devices, speakers, 
microphones and toys were provided by Smart Start while 
the North Carolina Child Treatment Program clinicians 
provided guidance to clinicians Halleli and Adam throughout 
their training. Parents have described the intervention as 
“empowering” to be so actively engaged in their child’s 
therapy process. The caregivers who received this support 
have demonstrated increased joy in interacting with their 
children while guiding improved behaviors and decreasing 
trauma related symptoms. 

Research has shown that the positive results are maintained 
for an average of 7 years. Skills gained include the provision 
of clear commands and active listening and reflections. 
Parents experience their children's behavior improve, and 
note an increase in positive attachment between the child 
and themselves. 

who completed mental health 
treatment at Pat's Place 
experienced a reduction in 
trauma symptoms to nonclinical 
levels upon discharge.

100% of children

INTRODUCING PARENT CHILD INTERACTION 
THERAPY 
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NUMBERS

received support from 
Pat's Place at the SRC. 

162 children + 
76 caregivers

received forensic 
interviews at the SRC. 

41 children
received trauma 
assessments at the SRC.

82 children 
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Research has well established that children exposed to 
domestic violence are at a higher risk for physical abuse, 
sexual abuse and other forms of child maltreatment. In 
fact, an estimated 30 to 60 percent of children experiencing 
domestic violence or child maltreatment, are also 
experiencing the other. We also know that exposure to 
violence puts a child at higher risk for long-term physical 
and mental health consequences and poor scholastic 
achievement. While child victims of domestic violence have 
traditionally been overlooked, Pat’s Place is committed to 
bringing children “out of the shadows” in domestic violence 
cases, identifying them as primary victims along with the 
adult survivor/caregiver. Our community’s emerging family 
justice center is providing the platform for this effort.

The Survivor Resource Center (SRC), the precursor to 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s future family justice center (The 
Umbrella Center), provides specialized services for our 
community’s highest risk adult and child victims of domestic 
violence. The SRC, located at the Children and Family 
Services Center in Uptown Charlotte, began accepting clients 
in April 2021.

The following community partners are collocated to enhance 
response and outcomes in cases of intimate personal 
violence, most likely to result in serious injury or fatality:

• Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department 
• Mecklenburg County Department of Social Services

                - Community Support Services
                - Youth and Family Services
                - Economic Services

• Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center
• Safe Alliance

Additional allied professionals critical to the work include off-
site partners: Atrium Health Domestic Violence Healthcare 
Project, Charlotte-Mecklenburg District Attorney’s Office, 
Mecklenburg County District Court, and Mecklenburg County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Pat’s Place, with its history based in community collaboration 

and experience in a multidisciplinary team response, 
led the creation of criteria and processes for referral 
for those high risk domestic violence cases involving 
children. Abbie DiIanni, LCSW, Coordinator of Forensic 
Services, has developed strong collaborative relationships 
as the on-site partner for Pat's Place, providing forensic, 
clinical, and advocacy services on site at the SRC. Since 
the Center’s opening, Pat’s Place at the SRC has served 
more than 271 child victims of domestic violence, working 
in tandem with adult response professionals who are 
providing services to their caregivers. 

Over the next year, Pat's Place will continue to grow its 
ability to serve this important population. The creation 
of a high-risk multidisciplinary team case review is 
underway to promote victim safety and hold offenders 
accountable. The ingenuity of Pat's Place has led to the 
creation of a combined forensic/clinical intervention to 
educate and engage caregivers to act on behalf of their 
children and promote healing for children. We look 
forward to evaluating the progress of this intervention 
and sharing it with colleagues interested in growing their 
services to this population. We envision expansion of 
therapeutic services for children and their non-offending 
caregivers to increase attachment, enhance behaviors, 
reduce risk of harm, and interrupt the generational 
and cyclical nature of domestic violence. Pat's Place is 
committed to the continued development of best practice 
services to bring child victims of domestic violence out of 
the shadows and into the light of hope and healing.

RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
SURVIVOR RESOURCE CENTER

FILLING THE VOID FOR CHILD VICTIMS OF 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
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Pat’s Place continues to serve as a lead agency to bring 
a family justice center to Charlotte-Mecklenburg. This is 
a shared vision where individuals who have experienced 
child maltreatment, domestic violence, sexual assault, 
human trafficking, and elder abuse can receive all 
necessary support in one location. 

Tens of thosands of people in Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
experience interpersonal violence each year. No longer will 
they have to travel to multiple locations and repeatedly 
recount their story, complete dozens of forms and 
navigate up to 50 referrals. No longer will the system of 
protection compound the trauma. The Umbrella Center 
completely reimagines the way victims are served.

A single confidential intake process along with the co-location 
of services will make seeking help safer and more efficient, 
equitable and effective. Joining social workers and victim 
advocates are medical and mental health providers, police 
officers and prosecutors working together to support victims 
and each other. The same model has dramatically reduced 
violence and improved outcomes in 130 cities internationally. 

Once construction is complete (late 2024), The Umbrella 
Center will serve as our new home. A quiet phase of the 
capital campaign is currently underway, and Pat’s Place is 
meeting with stakeholders to share information and to ask 
them to consider making a one-time, capital gift in addition to 
their annual gifts to the agency. 

Over $25M of our $35M goal has been raised through public 
and private fundraising efforts. Mecklenburg County has 
pledged their support and will own and operate the building, 
along with the City of Charlotte whose support secured 
CMPD’s presence in the building. Brighter days are ahead for 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg! 

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE:
THE UMBRELLA CENTER

WRAP-AROUND SERVICES FOR ALL

received by CMPD 
related to domestic 
violence each year.

40,000+ calls

Rendering of The Umbrella Center.

of elder abuse were 
reported to Mecklenburg 
County Department of 
Social Services in FY22.

954 cases

were reported abused or 
neglected in Mecklenburg 
County in FY22.

17,393 children 

BY THE NUMBERS

For more information about The Umbrella Center, visit https://www.charmeckfamilyjusticecenter.org/

https://www.charmeckfamilyjusticecenter.org/ 


18 19

BY THE NUMBERS

participated in various 
Pat's Place trainings.

1,467 people

participated in Child Safety 
Matters® training through 
our partnership with 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools.

1,800 students

OUR MISSION 
IN ACTION

To achieve the third priority in Pat’s Place Child 
Advocacy Center's mission statement, “…to engage 
the community to end child abuse”, Pat’s Place 
has expanded its Education and Community 
Engagement effort. Shawna Pagano, MSW, was 
promoted to Director of Education and Community 
Engagement, and new funding enabled us to create 
an additional position, Education and Community 
Engagement Associate. The growth of this team 
has allowed us to enhance our training efforts in 
multiple ways.

Our website now includes a tab devoted exclusively 
to training opportunities. Interested professionals 
and community members can easily find and access 
our multiple educational opportunities. The page 
also includes new, downloadable fact sheets related 
to prevention strategies and appropriate response, 
and includes a list of age-appropriate books about 
body safety and boundaries. Offerings like this 
will encourage conversations between parent and 
child, establishing an open line of communication 
about previously taboo topics, a proven prevention 
strategy.

Speaking of books, Pat’s Place established its own, 
registered, “Little Free Library”. Each week Pat’s 

TRAININGS - OUR #1 TOOL FOR PREVENTION

Place loads the library with a selection of books 
recommended on the website for all to peruse, 
borrow, and keep. Each book contains a Pat’s Place 
sticker and bookmark. Other classic children’s books 
for kids of all ages are offered as well. 

The Education and Community Engagement team 
participate in numerous community-based events 
promoting health and safety, which is a new avenue 
to reach specific populations identified as at-risk 
due to poverty and exposure to violence. They also 
provide multiple, varied trainings to more than 
1,500 professionals and community members 
annually. Students in Charlotte’s public and private 
schools have access to training modules to build 
their knowledge and skills related to the protection 
of their bodies and building confidence to handle 
bullying and potential exploitation situations. These 
activities are critical to raising awareness about 
child abuse and neglect and are vital to Pat’s Place’s 
ability to field calls, provide consultation, and link 
people with needed resources.

The team's next project involves the creation of a 
grassroots training initiative to increase the number 
of adults receiving essential training and education 
to protect our community's children.

of sexual abuse participated 
in an 8-week training 
curriculum, Discovering Your 
Value, through a partnership 
with Present Age Ministries.

6 teenage survivors

PARTNERING TO REDUCE
HUMAN TRAFFICKING RISK

A history of child sexual abuse is noted as one of the top 
five risk factors for becoming a victim of human trafficking. 
This puts Pat’s Place in a prime position for identifying at-risk 
youth, and for the provision of services to reduce that risk. 

This past year Pat’s Place partnered with Present Age 
Ministries, a local anti-trafficking nonprofit organization 
serving adolescent girls, to host a group for teen clients 
with a history of sexual abuse. The 8-week curriculum, 
Discovering Your Value (DYV) , features topics such as healthy 
relationships, cultural influences, and dreams for the future. 
Utilizing a board-game theme, group participants respond 
to various prompts to promote discussion and crosstalk 
between the girls. Two adult professionals provide guidance, 
support, and education while facilitating the group. 

The partnership with Present Age Ministries provided the 
opportunity for our Education and Engagement Associate to 
become a trained facilitator. Pat’s Place has now purchased 
the curriculum from Present Age Ministries which will allow 
us to continue offering this psycho-educational group at 
whatever level is needed. Pat’s Place provides transportation 
assistance and dinner for group participants to reduce 
barriers to participation (and maybe a little incentive to come 
every week!). 

Comments from the participants provide validation of the 
positive impact of this program: 

“I can be myself here.”
-Sandra*, 14 years old

“I used to not like myself at all, but that is different now.”
-Nevaeh*, 13 years old

*names changed for confidentiality purposes

DISCOVERING YOUR VALUE



SAVE THE 
DATE

RHYTHM & 
BREWS

EVERYDAY 
HEROES

BBQ & 
BLUE JEANS
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CIRCLE OF
FRIENDS

The Circle of Friends Giving Society recognizes individuals, 
corporate champions and foundations who contribute a 
minimum of $1,000 to Pat’s Place over the course of one 
fiscal year. This year, we are pleased to honor the 154 
members who have collectively contributed over $942,000 
to support children who have experienced abuse in our 
community! 

To learn how you can become a Circle of Friends member 
and to discuss membership benefits, contact Lori Avery, 
Chief Development Officer, at lori@patsplacecac.org. 

To see the full list of Friends, visit patsplacecac.org

CELEBRATING OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

START THE
CONVERSATION

To a child, it doesn't matter who you are, it matters what 
action you take. Everyone can be a hero to a child. The 
number one form of child abuse prevention is starting a 
dialogue, so speak up and speak out! 

If a chid indicates s/he has been made to feel 
uncomfortable:

• Ask open ended questions to encourage the child to 
talk such as "Can you tell me more about that?"

• Avoid leading questions or those that suggest a 
response.

• Do not ask for details.
• Remain calm and do not display strong emotions to 

what the child tells you.
• Believe the child.
• If a child reports something to you that you think 

may be a criminal matter, call 911 to make a report. 

Teach children about body safety
• Use the correct anatomical names of body parts.
• Tell children they are the "boss" of their bodies and 

have the right to control who touches them and 
how. 

• Talk to children about safe and unsafe touches. 
• Tell children some parts of the body are private 

(swimsuit areas). Encourage them to tell you if 
anyone tries to go beyond these boundaries. 

• Teach children the difference between surprises 
(good) and secrets (bad).

• Help your child identify safe people they can turn to 
for help. 

If a child tells you s/he has experienced abuse use 
responses such as: 

• "Thank you for telling me."
• "I believe you."
• "You are not in trouble with me."
• "This is not your fault."

You are required by law to report suspected abuse. To 
make a report, call Mecklenburg County Department of 
Social Services at 980-31-HELPS or 911.

SPEAK UP AND SPEAK OUT

APRIL 25, 2023
NASCAR HALL OF FAME

An opportunity for individuals to learn about the mission 
of Pat's Place in an intimate setting during an hour-long 
program while raising money to support children and 
families affected by abuse.

MARCH 4, 2023 
THE PENINSULA CLUB

A great way to celebrate with our friends up at the Lake! 
Guests enjoy a casual fun-filled evening with delicious 
food, craft beer, and lively music with 250+ of our closest 
friends and supporters.

SEPTEMBER 9, 2023
1862 QUEENS ROAD WEST

The signature fundraising event for Pat's Place where 
guests enjoy a casual evening with Midwood Smokehouse 
BBQ, cold beer and wine, and lively music in an outdoor 
setting with 250+ of our closest friends. 

Special thanks to all our 2022 Rhythm & Brews sponsors for their 
generosity!

Special thanks to all our 2022 Everyday Heroes sponsors for their 
generosity! Champion Sponsors:

Special thanks to all our 2021 BBQ & Blue Jeans sponsors for their 
generosity! Guardian Sponsor: The Bayville Foundation

https://www.patsplacecac.org/who-we-are/circle-of-friends/
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If you suspect a child 
has been abused or 
neglected, call:

980-31-HELPS or 911


