
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MARCH 30, 2022

April 7: Gymnast, Survivor, Victim’s Attorney
Sarah Klein To Speak At Pat’s Place Luncheon
Mecklenburg County’s only child abuse advocacy center kicks off National Child Abuse Prevention

Month with events to raise funds and awareness

CHARLOTTE – Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center, the local nonprofit that coordinates the
investigation and treatment of the most severe cases of child abuse in Mecklenburg County, is putting
out a call to action to the Charlotte community during National Child Abuse Prevention Month and
beyond: every person has the power to step up, speak up and take action to help stop child abuse.

Pat’s Place’s annual Everyday Heroes Philanthropy Luncheon will feature a keynote address from
Sarah Klein, victim’s attorney, advocate and former competitive gymnast, who was one of the first
known victims of Larry Nassar, former head physician of the U.S. Olympics Women’s Gymnastics
Team. The luncheon will take place on April 7 from 12-1 p.m. at The Westin Charlotte, 601 S. College
St.

“After a more than two-year hiatus from hosting events, we are excited to reconvene with our family of
supporters and continue to share the story and impact of Pat’s Place,” says Andrew Oliver, Pat’s Place
Chief Executive Officer. “And we’re so thankful to have such an inspiring and influential speaker like
Sarah Klein joining us to share how speaking up about abuse can help change lives.”

Klein was 8 years old when Nassar began sexually abusing her in 1988. Now, in her early 40s, she is a
mother figure for hundreds of other survivors of Nassar’s abuse and an advocate for survivors
everywhere.

“It’s a tragic story, but finding a way in which that story can be used for good has been a huge part of
my healing process,” Klein told the Seattle Times. “Going from a scared, withdrawn, deeply affected
young woman to a woman now who is strong and who is healing and is coming out the other side and
who is using my story to help others on their journey has been really important.

“It never gets easier to put your most private experience out there for an audience to listen to,” she
added, “but it’s in that vulnerability that you’re able to connect with others … and my goal is to leave
every person in that audience changed in some way.”

Nassar was sentenced to 40 to 175 years in prison in January 2018. Klein was among the more than
150 women who confronted Nassar at his trial, and as a lawyer and mother of a 4-year-old daughter
she continues to support other survivors.

Tickets and sponsorships for the Everyday Heroes Philanthropy Luncheon are still available. For more
information, visit patsplacecac.org.
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In addition, Pat’s Place is inviting the community to participate in Pinwheel Planting parties across the
city on Monday, April 4, to raise awareness of the more than 800 children and their families who have
received services at Pat’s Place over the past year. Pinwheel gardens will be planted at the following
locations on April 4: Novant Health Presbyterian Medical Center, 200 Hawthorne Lane, Charlotte, 9-10
a.m.; Mecklenburg County Courthouse, 832 E. 4th St., Charlotte, 11 a.m.-noon; Pat’s Place Child
Advocacy Center, 901 East Blvd., Charlotte, 1-2 p.m.

“So many people recognize our orange and green Pat’s Place sign on East Boulevard, but they don’t
understand the impactful work the team at Pat’s Place is doing and that no matter who they are, they
can help a child in their life too,” says Lori Avery, Pat’s Place Chief Development Officer.

Everyone can be a part of the solution to help stop child abuse. Community members, advocates and
businesses are encouraged to get involved by speaking up and talking about child abuse. Community
members can also help by making a donation to Pat’s Place, participating in or volunteering for a
special event or program, requesting a training, signing up to receive updates, following
@PatsPlaceCAC and the hashtag #PatsPlaceCLT on social media, and sharing statistics and stories
from Pat’s Place to help continue raising awareness.

If someone suspects any form of child abuse, they are required to report it according to NC state law by
calling 911 or the Mecklenburg County Department of Social Services at 980.31.HELPS.

About Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center
Pat’s Place, Charlotte’s only child advocacy center, was established in 2005 to improve the system of protection
for child victims of abuse. The Pat’s Place team coordinates the investigation and treatment of referred cases in a
comfortable and child-friendly environment through forensic interviews, medical exams, counseling and advocacy
support at no cost to a child’s family. The mission of Pat’s Place is to protect and heal children, unite key partners
and engage the community to end child abuse. The center on East Boulevard is named for Patricia “Pat” Wolfe,
an inspiring child advocate in the Charlotte community who passed away in May 2000. For more information on
Pat’s Place, visit patsplacecac.org and follow them on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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