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This spring, Pat’s Place launched the organization’s first-ever
public awareness and fundraising campaign called “Everyday
Heroes,” which aimed to educate the public about how they can
help prevent child abuse as well as the role of Pat’s Place in the
community. The three-month campaign raised a total of $94,230
with support from 43 sponsors and individuals, providing
additional support for Pat’s Place operations and services.
“Over the past year and a half, we haven’t been able to host special events, which are such an important revenue
source for us and a way to connect with our stakeholders,” said Lori Avery, Chief Development Officer. “The
Everyday Heroes campaign allowed us to raise awareness and funds in a creative way, while also helping reach
audiences who are unfamiliar with our services or those we serve on a daily basis who are otherwise not engaged.”
The inspiring Everyday Heroes campaign featured visual storytelling and highlighted how every individual,
from family and friends to professionals and community members, has the responsibility to keep children safe
and help them heal from trauma.
From March to May 2021, Pat’s Place conducted an average of 63 interviews per month, up from an average
of 46 per month for the first eight months of FY 2021 (an increase of 37%). If this trend continues, Pat’s
Place will be on target to complete an annual record of more than 750 interviews over the next year. While
it’s likely that children returning to school and other activities helped provide more opportunities for
safe adults to identify and report suspected abuse and exploitation, the Everyday Heroes campaign
may have also contributed to reaching people who needed the information to take action.
“The campaign elements helped us tell our story in a meaningful and inspiring way, and I hope
more people will stay engaged with Pat’s Place and hold on to the important role we all play
in children’s lives to protect them and help them succeed,” Avery explained.

Highlights
• 12 videos were produced by partner Silent Images, featuring real-life Everyday Heroes.
• 8 Coffee & Conversations virtual webinars were held.
• 13 Clean Graffiti applications of “Everyday Heroes Stop Child Abuse. patsplacecac.org”
were placed in high-traffic areas by partner The Savage Way.
• 10 news stories about Pat’s Place were earned across print, broadcast and online.
• Radio promotions about Pat’s Place ran on WFAE 90.7, WPEG Power 98 and La Raza
106.1.
• 230 campaign yard signs were distributed to community members.
• 50 Everyday Heroes T-shirts were sold through Custom Ink with all proceeds going
toward the campaign.
• 3 digital billboard campaigns ran in three locations on Interstates 77, 85 and 485.
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DEAR FRIENDS,
We are so grateful to our supporters and friends who have
walked alongside us for the last sixteen years. Whether you
have been here from the beginning or are just now joining
us, we are glad you are here!
We know it takes courage to stand up for others. By making the decision to support
Pat’s Place, you have made the first step in the process. Thank you for standing up
for children in our community and making the commitment to help us put an end to
child abuse!
While this is a noble first step in the fight to end child abuse, we hope it is not your
last. Please continue to follow Pat’s Place and encourage others to join you in
becoming a hero for children in our community by following these five easy steps:
1. Learn the signs and symptoms of abuse
2. Talk to children about body safety
3. Act responsibly and report abuse
4. Listen if children tell you something is wrong
5. Support Pat’s Place
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Together, we can be heroes and stop child abuse!
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Children received services at Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center.
SERVICES INCLUDE:
•Forensic Interviews •Medical Exams •Family Advocacy
•Trauma-informed Therapy •Human Trafficking Outreach Coordination
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COLLABORATIVE

C HAT

Pat’s Place is committed to ensuring children and families have access to
high-quality therapeutic support after receiving services at the center.
Funding from The Duke Endowment supported the establishment of the
CHAT COLLABORATIVE, a professional network of highly skilled,
trauma-trained therapists throughout Mecklenburg County committed to
providing evidence-based treatment for child victims of trauma.
In the first year of the project, the CHAT Collaborative Coordinator identified, vetted, and
secured partnership agreements with more than 100 trauma treatment providers working
in private practice or other community mental health settings. Collaborative therapists
agree to expedite treatment referrals from Pat’s Place and share outcome and engagement
data with our organization. In the past year, more than 90 therapists participated in two,
free professional trainings hosted by Pat’s Place to enhance clinical decision making and
ultimately improve treatment outcomes for children. Via the CHAT Collaborative, children
seen at Pat’s Place can now be referred to a network of local care professionals who meet
their specific geographic, cultural, or other resource needs.
If you would like to support the CHAT Collaborative or learn more about this exciting new
initiative, please contact Andrew Oliver at (704) 335-2761.

Uniting Against Child Abuse
In May 2021, Pat’s Place proudly partnered with 11 other child advocacy centers across the
country and used our collective voices to UNITE! and raise funds to support the critical work
of protecting children. This virtual event was hosted by Sasha Joseph Neulinger, Activist,
Filmmaker, Survivor; and featured a conversation with Terry Crews, Actor, Artist and Activist;
and musical performances by The 5 Browns and Ashley-Lauren Elrod.

HOW TO HELP PAT’S PLACE
Everyone can be a part of the solution to help stop child abuse. Community members, advocates and businesses are
encouraged to get involved by speaking up and talking about child abuse. Community members can also help by making
a donation to Pat’s Place, participating in or volunteering for a special event or program, requesting a training, signing
up to receive updates, following @PatsPlaceCAC and sharing statistics and stories from Pat’s Place to help continue
raising awareness. If someone suspects any form of child abuse, they are required to report it according to NC state law
by calling 911 or the Mecklenburg County Department of Social Services at 980.31.HELPS

Free Little Library
Thanks to the generous support of an amazing donor, a Free Little Library was built and
installed on the front lawn of Pat’s Place. While the selection will constantly evolve, Pat’s
Place is committed to ensuring the library offers educational books and materials for
families about topics related to child abuse, trauma, parenting, consent and more.
If you would like to support this effort, an exclusive annual Educator sponsorship is
available for those looking to make a big impact – email kelly@patsplacecac.org for
more information. To help keep the library stocked, visit our Amazon Wishlist.

Survivor Resource Center
The Survivor Resource Center (SRC) is the precursor to Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s
future family justice center, The Umbrella Center, and provides specialized services
for victims of domestic violence who are at the highest risk (through referral only).
The SRC opened in February 2021 and is located at the Children and Family Services Center, in Uptown Charlotte. The SRC represents a wide-ranging partnership
among a variety of helping agencies. Onsite partners include Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Police Department, Community Support Services, Department of Social Services,
Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center, and Safe Alliance. Off-site service providers
include Atrium Health Domestic Violence Healthcare Project, Charlotte-Mecklenburg
District Attorney’s Office, Mecklenburg County District Court, and the Mecklenburg
County Sheriff’s Office. Pat’s Place has committed to co-locating one, full-time
staff member in the SRC.

PARK @ Pat’s Place

Child Safety
Matters

We have a new outdoor play space for our kids and families! We’re calling it the
Park @ Pat’s Place and it’s the work of local artist Jacquelyn London (@jackpot_studio). We were looking to create an engaging, safe, small outdoor space for
kids who come to our center. We asked Jackie what she could make happen with
two parking spots, a few benches, a couple plants and some leftover paint. WOW!
We couldn’t be more in love with the results! Our staff will provide children with
sidewalk chalk and bubbles for use in the new space. (Funding provided by the
Myers Park United Methodist Wesley Foundation.)

Pat’s Place and Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) are committed to empowering
and protecting children in Mecklenburg County through child abuse prevention education.
Together these entities provide elementary school students with tools to assert and protect
themselves while building character and confidence.
Last year Pat’s Place purchased licenses for the Monique Burr Foundation’s Child Safety
Matters® (CSM) program, a comprehensive, evidence-based, primary prevention program.
The program teaches students and adults how to prevent, recognize, and respond appropriately
to bullying, the four types of child abuse (physical, emotional, sexual, neglect), and digital
dangers. Pat’s Place is working with local elementary schools to provide this curriculum
which is proven to increase children’s knowledge about potentially unsafe situations and
provides practical information to build the child’s skillsets when
facing potential unsafe situations.
In our pilot year: 8 CMS schools implemented the program
and a total of 1,885 students participated in the program.

SAVE-THE-DATE:
MARCH 5, 2022

SEPTEMBER 2022

Rhythm & Brews

BBQ & Blue Jeans

Lost Worlds Brewing
19700-D One Norman Blvd | Cornelius

The home of Brandy and Brian Hydrick
2235 Radcliffe Ave | Charlotte

APRIL 7, 2022

Stay up-to-date on all event details at patsplacecac.org
*All event locations are subject to change.

Everyday Heroes
Luncheon
The Westin Charlotte | 601 S. College St | Charlotte

Special thanks to all our 2020 sponsors for their generosity!
EVERYDAY HEROES CAMPAIGN
Hero of Empathy Sponsor: Bank of America, Chapman Family Foundation,
Domtar, First Horizon Bank, Harris Construction Company, Interior Elements,
Lake Norman Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, McShane Partners, Metrolina
Greenhouses, Novant Health, ParkTowne Village, Liz and Walker Simmons
DRIVE THRU BBQ & BLUE JEANS
Guardian Sponsor: The Bayville Foundation; Patron Sponsor: Chapman Family
Foundation, Coca-Cola Consolidated, Edifice, Haley and Scott Poole, Liz and
Walker Simmons, The Parker and Stephen Shuford Foundation; Midwood
Smokehouse BBQ and Lost Worlds Brewing

A Knight Honoring
Our Heroes
This summer, The Charlotte Knights honored our staff for their hard
work and dedication as Frontline Everyday Heroes. As hard as it’s
been navigating the pandemic, our staff has worked even harder to
continue to bring hope and healing to children and families in our
community who need it most.
Special thanks to the Knights for a fun night out at the ballpark!

THANK YOU Friends!
The Circle of Friends Giving Society recognizes individuals, corporate champions and foundations who
contribute a minimum of $1,000 to Pat’s Place over the course of one fiscal year. This year, we are
pleased to honor the 107 members who have collectively contributed over $1.2M to support children
who have experienced abuse in our community!
To learn how you can become a Circle of Friends member and to discuss membership benefits, contact
Lori Avery, Chief Development Officer, at lori@patsplacecac.org.
To see the full list of Friends, visit patsplacecac.org

SUPPORT PAT’S PLACE WITH YOUR AMAZON PURCHASES
Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the instructions
below to select “Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center, Inc.” as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app.
They’ll donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to us.
HOW IT WORKS:
1. Open the Amazon
app on your phone

3. Select “Pat’s
2. Select the main
Place Child
menu (=) & tap
Advocacy Center,
on “AmazonSmile”
Inc.” as your
within Gifting &
charity
Charity

4. Follow the
on-screen
instructions to
activate
AmazonSmile in
the mobile app

Pat’s Place is a safe place
where every child’s voice is heard.

{

OUR MISSION
To protect and heal children, unite key partners, and engage the community to end child abuse.
Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation
Licensing Branch at (919) 807-2214. The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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