SEED20

Donor Spotlight:
Ella Tune

PAT’S PLACE WAS SELECTED TO BE PART OF
SEED20, SOCIAL VENTURE PARTNERS’ ANNUAL
PROGRAM to identify, highlight, and connect the
community to twenty of the region’s most promising
social innovators tackling pressing challenges.

Before Ella Tune attended the SEED20 event last spring, her parents told her they would
help her make a donation to an agency of her choice that was being featured during the
event. After listening to each pitch, she decided to give a financial gift to Pat’s Place Child
Advocacy Center. We spoke with Ella recently to find out why she felt so compelled to
support our mission.

In April, the program culminated in SEED20 OnStage,
a high-energy event where ten members of the 2018
SEED20 class competed to win cash awards by making
three-minute pitches to a panel of judges and a community
audience. In front of a packed house at the Knight
Theater, Executive Director, Andrew Oliver, pitched
Project Safe Child, a mapping project to help predict
where child abuse is likely to occur in our community so
that we can use targeted prevention programs in those
areas to hopefully prevent abuse from ever happening.

pat’s place is a
safe place where
every child’s voice
is heard.

{
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Why did you select Pat’s Place as your agency of choice for the donation
during the SEED20 event?
After hearing Andrew Oliver speak during SEED20, I had a lump in my throat. It did not seem right that home and
family, the two aspects of life that I associate with safety and comfort could be the scariest part of another child’s life.
When I have a long day, I always look forward to going home to a family dinner and finding comfort in the supportive
environment of my house. I have never ever felt unsafe in my house. I did not realize the impact and importance of feeling
secure and protected, especially during childhood. Hearing stories of children who dread coming home due to abuse
opened my eyes to the horrifying truth. I felt useless. I decided that although one person was never going to be powerful
enough to prevent child abuse, I could at least donate to the cause and become part of something bigger and more
important than anything I had ever contributed to in the past.
I tend to discover organizations at random times in my life. I believe there is a greater power that brings people and
opportunities together for a reason. When I feel inspired by an agency, I simply answer that calling and evaluate the
best way I can apply myself to helping the cause at that time. I know my gift allowed someone to feel safe and cared
for at Pat’s Place.
901 East Boulevard

What has your family taught you about giving back to your community?

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203

I have grown up in a family that is focused on volunteering in our community. When I was younger, I looked forward
to going to the soup kitchen to volunteer with my family. On one particular visit, my mother suggested that I bring a
bag of my old toys for some of the children at the soup kitchen. After which I became fascinated by the joy I could
bring to children and their parents by gifting them with something as simple as a Polly Pocket doll. My parents never
treated the donation of time and money as something out of the ordinary. It was simply an expectation. It was not
until I became older that I realized this was not the way everyone grows up. I still do not think I have realized the
magnitude of the gift my parents have given me by raising me to constantly give back to the community.

T: 704.335.2760
patsplacecac.org

We appreciate Ella and each of our donors for supporting our mission. Each financial contribution that we receive,
allows our team to provide a safe and secure environment for children and their families. Gifts come in all sizes and
we are grateful for each one. To read the full interview, please visit the media page at patsplacecac.org

OUR MISSION
To drive resolution of child sexual abuse cases through
investigation and collaboration with key partner agencies;
to provide a safe and compassionate environment that puts
the well-being of the child first; and to break the cycle of

Our Featured Speaker:
Sasha Joseph Neulinger
Founder and President,
Voice For The Kids

abuse through training, education, and community outreach.

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at (919) 807-2214.
The license is not an endorsement by the State.

Special thanks to our dedicated sponsors, committee members, table hosts
and donors who supported our special events during 2018! The critical
dollars raised during our special events allow children to have hope restored
as their healing begins.We hope to see you at our upcoming events.

2019 Events
MARCH 9, 2019

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to hear from this renowned child
advocacy speaker. He recently finished directing his first feature length
documentary, “Rewind,” an autobiographical film about his life surviving
multigenerational child sexual abuse (2019). To learn more, visit Sasha
at www.voiceforthekids.com.

Help us pack the house become a table host or sponsor TODAY!
Contact Lori Avery at lori@patsplacecac.org
for more information.

| 7 – 10:30 PM

SWEET MAGNOLIA ESTATE – CORNELIUS, NC

6th Annual Rhythm & Brews

April 2019
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
MONTH
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

MAY 16, 2019

| 11:30 AM – 1 PM

WESTIN CHARLOTTE

Everyday Heroes Philanthropy Luncheon
SEPTEMBER 2019 | 6:30 – 9:30 PM

15th Annual BBQ & Blue Jeans

Everyday

HEROES

FY 2018

IMPACT

A Banner Year for Pat’s Place!

94%

637

of therapy
graduates demonstrated a
reduction of trauma symptoms.

CHILDREN
RECEIVED SERVICES
AT PAT’S PLACE

57children and 49 caregivers
received therapeutic services.

3,018

individuals received training.

623
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forensic interviews completed.

DEAR FRIENDS,
Last year was a banner year for Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center! Our staff
conducted 623 forensic interviews of children who reported sexual abuse, serious
physical abuse, or witnessed serious violence or homicide. 516 children received
the essential, specialized medical care they needed. More than 80 children enrolled in individual, group, or
family therapy where these brave children learned to trust again.
Over the past year we’ve worked diligently to improve our community’s response to human trafficking of
children and young adults. As the lead agency for Mecklenburg County’s Project No Rest, we are working to
identify the scope of human trafficking in Mecklenburg County, identify our current capacity and gaps in the
service delivery system, and improve outcomes for those who are affected.
We are also working each day to prevent child abuse in our community. We provided professional training
to social workers, law enforcement officers, teachers, counselors, and child care professionals. We also
conducted child sexual abuse prevention training in schools, youth sports organizations, and houses of
worship. Last year, our team trained more than 3,000 adults to recognize the signs and symptoms of abuse,
respond appropriately when they witness it, and most importantly, prevent child abuse from ever happening.
Because you care, we are able to fulfill our mission of providing a safe place where every child’s voice is
heard. Your kindness and generosity ensures we are able to provide the precious gift of hope and healing to
more than 700 children each year.
Thank you for believing in us.

67%

sexual abuse

female

33%
male

7%
5%
2%

Witness to Violence
Physical Abuse

CASSANDRA ASENCIO, MSW,
LCSWA
Billingual Child and Family Therapist
LORI AVERY, BA
Director of Development
and Communications
JENNY CIANCIOLO, LCSW
Clinical Coordinator
ALEJANDRA DAVIS, BSW
Billingual Family Advocate
ANN GLASER, MSW, LCSW
Director of Program Services

MARKIA HEARST, MSW
Senior Family Advocate/
Forensic Interviewer

TYPES OF ABUSE:

85%

ANDREW OLIVER, MSSW
Executive Director

JANET HARMON, MSW
Director of Outreach and Education

Andrew M. Oliver | Executive Director
GENDER OF ABUSE VICTiMS

Staff Directory

KAYLAN MARIANO, MPA
Development and Communications
Associate

Thank you, Heroes!

JANICE MELO, BSW
Billingual Family Advocate
KELLY NAVARRO, BA
Development and Communications
Associate

Special thanks to Domtar, Champion Sponsor of the 2nd Annual
Everyday Heroes Philanthropy Luncheon held on April 26, 2018.
Special Victims Detective, Kevin McNeil, gave a powerful testimony of
abuse and the importance of Child Advocacy Centers. With over 300
Pat’s Place supporters in attendance, the luncheon raised over $95,000
to support the programs of Pat’s Place Child Advocacy Center.

EMILY NESBITT, BSW
Client Services Specialist
SHAWNA PAGANO, MSW
Human Trafficking Outreach
Coordinator

Neglect

Being a kid isn’t easy.
Sometimes being a kid is really hard. I know this because I spend a lot of time with kids.
When I get to the office each day, I wait patiently to hear the words, “Is Hulk in today?”
I wag my tail, knowing I’ll soon be ushered out into the lobby where I meet the children
visiting Pat’s Place. I get all their pets and give quite a few wet kisses myself. Most of the
time, I don’t know the details of what brought them here, but I know it’s bad. When I hear
laughter and see smiles, I know the future is beginning to look a little brighter for that child.

HULK
Comfort
Dog

Some kids want me to help them pick out their snack (I’m crazy for goldfish!). Others let
me help them pick a toy from our toy closet after they’ve bravely shared their account of
abuse (I’m a sucker for balls!). I’ll do pretty much whatever they ask of me – after all, my
job is to provide calm companionship.
But I’m not the only one who goes above and beyond for these kids. Our staff and partners
are deeply invested in ensuring that every child is safe and able to trust again.
Will you support this life changing work today? A financial gift helps me put a smile on every
child’s face and helps them grow up to be the happy, healthy people they were meant to be.

Woof,
HULK, Comfort Dog

Board of
Directors

ABBIE PETERS, MSW
Family Advocate/Forensic Interviewer
OTIS KU, Chair
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

KOO MACQUEEN
IBM

JEANETTE SIMS, Vice Chair
UNC-Charlotte Retired

DR. H. STACY NICHOLSON
Atrium Health

HENRY BREAUX, Secretary
The Providence Group of the Carolinas

PAUL RISK
Retired Social Worker

DEBORAH MAJEWSKI, Treasurer
The Leon Levine Foundation

LIZ SIMMONS
Community Volunteer

MEGAN ALLISON
Genesco Sports Enterprises

ASHLEY SMITH
Carolina Legal Staffing

ANNE BRADY MOORE CARLSON
Community Volunteer

MELISSA NELSON TATE
Ingersoll Rand

DAVID HAMME
Ephesus Consulting

JOSE VEGA
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings

REBECCA HOOVER
KPMG

TERRI WADE
Wells Fargo

“I am simply amazed at the work Pat’s Place performs in our
community. As a Board member and long-time supporter,
I am in awe of the employees and support partners that make
this organization tick. There are few things more important
than giving children hope for a better day.” – OTIS KU

DARCI POWELL, MA, PhD
Forensic Interviewer
MARISSA SCHNELL, MA, LCSWA
Child and Family Therapist
KELLI WOOD, MSW, LCSW
Forensic Interviewer

ATRIUM HEALTH PEDIATRIC
RESOURCE CENTER STAFF:
PATRICIA MORGAN, MD
Medical Director
VALENCIA JEFFCOAT, DNP, FNP-BC
Nurse Practitioner
KATRINA GRIFFIN, LPN
Clinical Assistant

